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Philosophy 129: Global Justice 
 

Autumn 2016 
MW 5-6:15pm 
Maguire 101 

 
 

Course overview: In this course we consider the ethical dimensions of three salient international issues: (1) global 
poverty, (2) war, and (3) the promulgation of liberal values.  So that we may tackle these issues with rigor, along the 
way we study the three major approaches to normative ethics: consequentialism, virtue ethics, and deontology.  We 
read classical and contemporary texts in applied and normative ethics, and students will leave the course prepared 
for advanced study in ethics.  
 In the first part of the course we consider what moral obligations, if any, are generated by the fact of global 
poverty.  1.3 billion people live in conditions of extreme poverty, and thousands of children die every day owing to 
malnutrition and poverty-related disease.  These numbers could be significantly reduced if the governments and 
citizens of richer countries distributed some of their wealth to the cause.  Are we morally obligated to do so?  Or do 
we perhaps have a special obligation to the welfare of our countrymen, or of ourselves, first? 
 Second, we study just war theory.  We study jus ad bellum—the conditions, if any, under which a state may 
justly undertake military action against another state, and jus in bello—what constitutes morally proper conduct 
while waging war.  We review these issues with an eye toward the changing face of warfare in the 21st century. 
 Third, we examine the internationalization of liberal values.  The U.S. and other Western countries share 
core values: freedom, equality, democracy.  These values are not esteemed in other cultures.  Do we have the right 
to impose our values abroad?  For example, are we justified in intervening against human rights abuse when that 
abuse takes place within a culture that finds it less offensive than we do? 
 
Instructor: Thomas Mulligan 

Hariri 303 
thomas.mulligan@georgetown.edu 
 

 
Office hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, or by appointment.  Although face-to-face meetings are best, I’m also available for 
consultations over Skype or e-mail. 
 
Attendance policy: Attendance at lectures is required.  The occasional absence, taken for good reason, will not be 
penalized—but please clear these with me beforehand if possible. 
 
Grading: Your grade is computed as follows:  
 
 (1) You will write three papers (3000 words maximum each) over the course of the semester.  The first 
paper is due on 24 October and is worth 15% of your grade.  The second paper is due on 21 November and is worth 
25% of your grade.  The third paper is due at 5pm on 18 December and is worth 30% of your grade.  These papers 
should be submitted via the course Blackboard page, before the deadlines listed on the course schedule, below. 
 
 (2) Class participation is worth 30% of your grade.  Class participation consists in regularly attending class 
and participating in class discussions. 
 
 (3) I reserve the right to elevate individual students' grades up a notch (e.g. from B- to B) for effort and 
improvement over the course. 
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Guidance for writing papers: This is an introductory course and mistakes are expected—even welcomed.  What I 
hope to see is a developing ability to carefully consider an ethical problem and then argue persuasively for a position 
on it.  Your papers are worth more as the semester goes on (i.e. the first paper is only worth 15%; the third, 30%) so 
that your final grade can benefit from improvement over the semester. 
 
Several weeks before paper deadlines I will pass out writing prompts with topics you might address in your paper.  
You may also write on a topic of your own choosing—but you must clear this topic, and your thesis, with me before 
you begin to write. 
 
The very best thing you can do to ensure that you write a good paper, and thereby receive a good grade, is to have a 
single, straightforward, and unambiguous thesis.  In fact, I recommend starting your paper like this: "In this paper I 
shall argue that p", where p is a narrow point related an issue of global justice that we have discussed in class.  
Examples of p are “the ‘last resort’ requirement for just war is inappropriate” and “Singer's ‘drowning child’ thought 
experiment is a bad analogy”.  Observe that these two theses are narrow.  Although you can write a paper with a 
broader thesis (e.g. “there are no just wars”), generally speaking, the more focused your thesis is the better your 
argument will be.  In any case, you can select whatever thesis you like, so long as it is clear and you can make one 
or two good arguments in support.  Textual interpretation is not permitted.  I am not interested in what some other 
author believes.  I am interested in what you believe. 
 
It is far more important that your arguments be logically valid and argumentatively compelling than that they be 
stylistically excellent.  You can write a dull essay and still get an “A”.  But you cannot get an “A” if your essay 
suffers from serious logical flaws like big gaps in argument or obvious counterexamples. 
 
Some excellent advice on writing philosophy papers is given by Jim Pryor, here: 
http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html . 
 
Keys to success in this course: (1) Do the reading.  I have tried to keep the amount of reading manageable—it’s 
about 20 pages per class, on average.  As you read, consider the authors’ arguments critically and develop your own 
ideas about how they succeed or fail.  (2) Come to class and participate.  If you do (1) and (2), you will write good 
papers and get a good grade. 
 
Academic honesty: I take violations of academic honesty seriously and will report apparent academic dishonesty to 
the Honor Council.  All students should be aware of their responsibilities under the Honor System. 
 
Changes to syllabus: I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus at any time.  Any changes will be announced 
in class or via e-mail. 
 
Where to get the readings: There are no required textbooks.  All the readings, and all other course materials, will be 
put on the course’s Blackboard page. 
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Course Schedule 
 
 
Aug 31:  Class introduction 
 
Sep 5:  HOLIDAY 
 
Sep 7:   "Famine, Affluence, and Morality", Peter Singer 
 
Sep 12, 14: --An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation, Bentham, Chapters I and IV 

--Utilitarianism, J. S. Mill, 2.1-2.10, 2.15-2.19, 5.1-5.15 [2.1, e.g., means Chapter 2, Paragraph 1] 
 
Sep 19, 21: --“Poverty Is No Pond: Challenges for the Affluent”, Leif Wenar 
  --“In Praise of Cheap Labor”, Paul Krugman 
 
Sep 26, 28: --"The Problem of Global Justice", Thomas Nagel 
  --“Cosmopolitan Respect and Patriotic Concern”, Richard Miller 
 
Oct 3, 5:  --"Equality as a Moral Ideal", Harry Frankfurt 
  --“On Harry Frankfurt’s ‘Equality as a Moral Ideal’”, Thomas Mulligan 
 
Oct 10   HOLIDAY 
 
Oct 12:  NO READING 
 
Oct 17, 19: --Excerpts from Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics 

--"Non-Relative Virtues: An Aristotelean Approach", Martha  Nussbaum 
 
Oct 21:  PAPER ONE DUE, 5pm 
 
Oct 24, 26: --Excerpts from Summa Theologica, Thomas Aquinas 

--Excerpts from Just and Unjust Wars, Michael Walzer 
 
Oct 31, Nov 2: "What's Wrong with Torture?", David Sussman 
 
Nov 7, 9: --Excerpts from The Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Kant 

--"The Golden Rule Rationalized", Alan Gewirth 
 
Nov 14, 16: "The Ethics of Pacifism", Paul Weiss 
 
Nov 18:  PAPER TWO DUE, 5pm 
 
Nov 21:  "Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?", Susan Moller Okin 
 
Nov 23:   NO CLASS 
 
Nov 28, 30: --"Are There Any Cultural Rights?", Chandran Kukathas 
  --“Minority Cultures and the Cosmopolitan Alternative”, Jeremy Waldron 
 
Dec 5, 7: “Multiculturalism: A Liberal Perspective”, Joseph Raz 
 
Dec 18:  PAPER THREE DUE, 5pm 


